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Politically motivated accusations –
The Role of the prosecutors
Criminalization is a way of harassing human rights defenders (HRD) and hindering them in their work.
In the process of criminalization in the Philippines the public prosecution offices play an important
role. After a complaint is filed they decide whether a case is sent to court or dismissed. A guideline
issued by the Department of Justice of the Philippines is supposed to prevent the criminalization of
farmers who fight for their right to own land.
This article focuses on describing and characterizing this role and the responsibility of the prosecutors
in the process of criminalization. Additionally it analyses the efficiency of the guideline of the DepartPatrick Seeger,
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ment of Justice in preventing criminalisations. The data used is mainly based on the observations of
IPON in Bondoc Peninsula and interviews with members of KMBP, prosecutors on provincial and re
gional level, members of the National Task Force on Agrarian Cases (NTFAC) and local NGOs.
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So far there is not a single case known
by IPON that has been dismissed for
being rooted in an agrarian dispute.
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