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Political Journalists - A threatened species
Journalists and political activists from organisations like Karapatan, an alliance of individuals, groups and organisations
working for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Philippines, are a threatened species in the Philippines.
Joseph Lagorra is under fire for being both: he works as a journalist for the “Philippine Human Rights Reporting Project“ and
for the church-based human rights organisation “Promotion Church People´s Response” (PCPR).
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Patrimonialism
The term patrimonialism was used by Weber (1947) to describe a traditional form of ruling which is
marked by a high degree of personalization and missing separation of private and public spheres.
Administrative staff is recruited personally by the ruler on behalf of personal relations. Therefore
it is also the ruler’s choice to dismiss them, sometimes without a reason. Like the ruler, his recruited
staff enjoys a quite big leeway within their domain (Brinkerhoff et al. 2002:6f). The dawn of
patrimonial structures in many parts of the so-called “third world” can be linked to colonialism. The
colonial powers either tried to centralize their power through quasi-feudal arrangements (Latin
America) or through the coercion of violent oppression (Sub-Saharan Africa) (Schlichte 2009:142).
Established structures of clientelism did not vanish with independence and even today still exist in
former colonial countries. The combination of patrimonial and modern patterns is described as neopatrimonalism. Although not a specific form of governance, it is a distinct feature in authoritarian
presidential regimes which are focused on the president as a person. The president takes possession
of material goods and resources of the country. In search for support through clients and to remain
in power, those means are distributed through networks to these clients (Brinkerhoff et al. 2002:9;
Hensell 2009:36). Hence money and resources are mostly used for the benefits of a few. Especially
the population in peripheral areas does not profit from national institutions or politics. Also,
patrimonial structures are seen as a hindering factor for economic development since rules and
laws may change at will of the ruler (Brinkerhoff et al. 2002:7f).
Christian Hallmann
Sources
• Brinkerhoff, Derick W.; Goldsmith, Arthur A. 2002: Clientelism, Patrimonialism and Democratic Governance: An Overview and Framework for Assessment and Programming.
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/Pnacr426.pdf (last viewed 29 November 2010).
• Hensell, Stephan 2009: Die Willkür des Staates – Herrschaft und Verwaltung in Osteuropa. VS Verlag: Wiesbaden.
• Schlichte, Klaus 2009: ‚Staatsverfall‘ und die Dilemmata der intervenierenden Demokratie. In: Brodocz, André; Llanque, Markus; Schaal, Gary (Hg.): Bedrohungen der
Demokratie. VS Verlag: Wiesbaden.

