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Political Killings in San Narciso
Human rights defenders (HRD) have long been targets of the violence that engulfed the Philippine agrarian reform program.
On the Bondoc peninsula in southern Quezon, several people including five HRD from the municipality of San Narciso were
killed between 1998 and 2008, with adverse effects for their relatives and entire communities. Hitherto no justice has been
brought to those who perpetrated the crimes, which partly explains the continuing violence and a growing culture of impunity
in the region.

IPON archive | Exhuming the decomposing body of human rights defender Deolito Empas from a shallow grave; he was discovered three weeks after his death. His abduction
was only reported to the police after four days because of the low trust in the police by the people.
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IPON archive | In fear: Deolito Empas’ family. Members were forced to flee their village and seek safety in the cities. Some sought state
protection through the witness protection program. There movement was therefore confined to restricted areas.
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IPON | On the grave: Cigarettes, candles and flowers for Deolito Empas, local president of KMBP,
killed February 19, 2008.
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