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Violence and Nullum Ius in the Philippines
Without a doubt, the massacre of Maguindanao is the most prominent case of political killings in the
Philippines. It demonstrates that political violence not only affects individuals and representatives of
groups who advocate for social change, but also rival family-clans.
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New York Times 2010).
Witness protection not only needs to
protect witnesses, but also their families.
Meanwhile, Saliao’s family fled from
their village because they’ve feared acts
of revenge. Until now, most members of
the private army of the Ampatuan-clan,
estimated to consist of as many as 3,000
men, are still at large and are believed to
be behind at least one successful and one
attempted murder of family members
of

witnesses

(including

the

crown

witness Suwaib Upham). The trial will
deliver judgement on 196 accused, and
consists of around 200 witnesses for the

IPON | Every kid knows, the word of the Ampatuans is the law.

Devastating cutback in proposed budget for
CHR and judicial system in 2011
The projected cuts in the Philippine budget for 2011 will affect the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) with a cutback of
6% compared to 20101. The CHR, chaired by Loretta Ann P. Rosales, encourages the implementation of human rights in the
Philippines. The CHR agenda comprises legal aid, specialized training and monitoring, as well as investigations of human
rights violations such as ‘extrajudicial killings’ and ‘enforced disappearances’. The recently published ‘Report on the Philippine
Extrajudicial Killings’ by Parreno casts a bad light on the investigation and prosecution of extrajudicial killings: Of 305 known
cases, 161 were filed for criminal prosecution resulting in a total of 4 convictions only. Other cases are either pending, have been
abandoned or are said to be ‘cold cases’ – unsolved cases which are unlikely to be re-opened in the future2.
Even more serious is a proposed budget slash that would affect the judicial system: The budget allotted is expected to be
lowered by 47% in comparison to the preceding year. The Philippine Star, a major newspaper, has voiced the concern that
judges and judicial officers will be more likely to accept bribes as their monthly income will decrease3. The cutback will also have
a deteriorating effect on facilities and the work of the judicial system in general.
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