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“Red-Baiting: A desperate move to silence the people’s dissent”
The violence of Red-Baiting against civil society
The Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights (KARAPATAN) is promoting and protecting political, economical and
social rights and an important actor of the human rights struggle in the Philippines. At the same time the group and their
members are permanently “Red-baited” by the security sector. Hanimay Souza, Secretary General of KARAPATAN-Southern
Mindanao Region gives an inside of KARAPATANs perspective on the issue, consequences, recent cases and steps to improve
the situation.
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peace and development. They conducted peace and
development programs just to win the hearts and
minds of the people in the communities. But they are
trying to dismantle organizations like KARAPATAN,
peasant movements and labour unions because
these organizations are the hindrance to the entry
of the military and mining companies into the area.
Besides that the security forces coerce the leaders
and members of these organizations to organize
peace and development volunteers as a shield for
the military and the police to fight criminality and
insurgency in the areas.
You mentioned that it is dangerous and risky to deal
with the promotion and protection of human rights
here in the Philippines. How does this threat look
like? How would you describe the modus operandi
of Red-Baiting?
Souza: First I would like to answer why our work is
really dangerous. It is because we are exposing the

© KARAPATAN-SMR | Hanimay Suazo of KARAPATAN delivers
message at a funeral.
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[National Democratic Front of the Philippines], are
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[…]
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surveillance. This is one example why we are at risk.

and his son Rudyric in Santa Cruz, Davao del Sur
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criminality and insurgency. In February
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the political and economical situation.
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You mentioned that Red-Baiting is not a

of victims of human rights violations.

new tactic and that it is part of the counter-

Secondly, “Oplan Bayanihan” must be

insurgency program of the government.

withdrawn.

What do you think can or has to be done

insurgency measures! Counter-insurgency

to tackle the issue and improve the human

is not a solution to the problem of our

right situation?

country. The people’s interests are land,

Withdraw

any

Thank you very much for this interview!

counter-

poverty and hunger, security of jobs,
Souza: The government and the military

education for the youth, home for

can not silence the dissent of the people.

the homeless, social services, the fight

© KARAPATAN-SMR | Widow of murdered Rudyric Dejos at the funeral, assisted by members of KARAPATAN.
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(Davao City/Philippines)
Secretary General of KARAPATAN
Southern Mindanao Region

